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PRESS RELEASE

26.04.02

US LIFT INAUGURAL GALLACHER TROPHY 
 

Scott Brubaker knows a thing or two about winning, and his expertise in this field helped the United States to lift the inaugural Gallacher Trophy, a corporate golf tournament modelled on the Ryder Cup, with a 12-6 victory over Europe at Loch Lomond on the last Friday in April. 


Brubaker, owner of the Arizona Diamond Backs baseball team which won last year's World Series, has a personal wealth conservatively estimated in excess of $1billion. 
He also has the physique of an NFL player, and the burly five-handicapper used it to propel his ball prodigious distances on the Bonnie banks of Scotland's most famous pond. 


In the morning foursomes, Brubaker teamed up with another multi-millionaire, Tim Harrington, president and CEO of online merchandisers Fogdog Sports, to thrash Jon Rishton, chief financial officer of BA, and Phones International Group's chief executive Peter Jones. 


Maybe Brubaker celebrated a little too much at lunchtime because Jones had his revenge in the afternoon singles match between the pair and Harrington also crashed out in his game with Avis vice-president Robin Shaw, but by then Europe were condemned to defeat. 


Two members of the US side had 100-per-cent records on the day - Phil Winters, the sales director of Global Sports Inc, and Bill Provine, vice-president of investor relations for Rowan Comapines. The best European performances came from Shaw, Geoff Irvine, managing director of Irvine-Whitlock, and Mike Coyne, a director of Ashgarth Holdings, who each claimed one and a half points. 


Two-handicap Ed Blechschmidt, the CEO of New York-based Gentiva Health Services and the third-ranked CEO in the United States according to Golf Digest magazine, managed only two halves. 


Named in honour of former Ryder Cup skipper Bernard Gallacher, who was in attendance all day in his capacity as non-playing European captain along with his 

American counterpart, Craig 'Walrus' Stadler, the contest raised more than $30,000 from the players' entrance fees for the United Nations' charity UNICEF. 


Among the corporate partners involved in staging the event - it was postponed from its original date last autumn out of respect for the victims of the September 11 atrocity - were BA, CNN, Avis, Polo Golf and yourownballs.com.

Further information on the event is available on www.gallachertrophy.com
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